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“Radically against extremism” was the title of MIJARC Europe’s work plan to isolate, prevent and defeat violent extremism
in 2017.“
2017 brought new challenges and opportunities for MIJARC Europe as a pan-European movement, which stands next to its
member organizations and youth all across our continent. The main topic we focused on this year was the prevention
of radicalization and violent extremism (R&VE); a decision our member organizations made listening to the needs of young
people living in different parts of Europe. Violent extremism and the underlying forces of radicalization are among the
most pervasive challenges of our time. Even though violent radicalization is not a new phenomenon in Europe, the ways it
has been manifesting recently, the scale of the events and the use of new communication tools is bringing about new
challenges when it comes to how to address the phenomenon and identifying its root causes.
Together with our member organisations, we started to work on this topic at the beginning of the year. In the 1st week of
May “Visiting at the speed of radicalisation” study visit was organized in Brussels. It gave a unique opportunity to 12
youngsters from our member organizations to meet with the representatives of European INGOs and Institutions involved
in the prevention of R&VE and hate speech. The representatives of our MOs discussed the methods and the tools needed
to fight against extremism with the experts on the topic of social inclusion and R&VE. The participants of the study visit
together with the European Team used the gained knowledge while planning the next activity - “Open minds, open doors”
international seminar, which took place from the 24th to the 29th of July in Germany. At the seminar, our member
organisations got the chance to go more in-depth on the topic, examine different factors, root causes leading to violent
extremism, and prepare a common position. After, the position paper was presented during the local roundtables entitled
“Think European, share locally”. The aim of the roundtables was to involve local communities in the project and share the
vision created at the seminar.
As a response to the rise of the extremist and xenophobic attitudes, MIJARC Europe decided to foster concepts such as
solidarity, tolerance, respect to other cultures, non-discrimination and promote refugee/migrant integration and youth
civic engagement. Thus, we implemented “Youth Paving the Way to Solidarity” summer camp in Armenia, during which the
participants created several theatre-plays on the topic and performed in Yerevan tourist attractions.Besides these
activities, we continued our cooperation with our external partners such as European Confederation of Youth Clubs, Rural
Youth Europe, Via Campesina and the European Youth Forum. We also gathered all our members for our statutory
meetings, the European Coordination and the General Assembly to assess our progress and to plan the next year.The
meaningful results we have achieved speak for themselves and prove that MIJARC Europe, together with its member
organisations, acts for making our reality better.
Arman Grigoryan
MIJARC Europe Team
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ABOUT
MIJARC EUROPE

MIJARC EUROPE

is a non-governmental organisation for rural youth, by rural youth. Our organisation works to support rural development. We
support the personal development of individuals through educational activities. We provide space to share and exchange ideas
and experience with the aim of it resulting in the cohesion of development processes. MIJARC Europe empowers young people
to participate actively in society to represent and advocate their needs and the interests of their organisations, as well as to
improve their own lives. As a platform of nationally represented NGOs we work and advocate for the well-being of all young
people living in the rural areas across Europe. Christianity is part of MIJARC Europe’s identity. Our Christian values and belief
lead our work, our activities, our visions and positions. We advocate and promote a world of tolerance, respect, solidarity and
peace.

Our vision
MIJARC Europe wants to be a
key actor in the development of
rural areas in Europe,
representing the voice of
rural youth, where young people
are equal citizens, are
encouraged and
supported to achieve their full
potential, respecting the
Christian values.

Our
methodology

Our mission
MIJARC Europe is an independent,
democratic, youth-led platform for rural
youth, by rural youth. Considering the
Christian values, we strive for the
personal development of young people
through non-formal learning
opportunities, in a sustainable and
culturally sensitive manner. We
encourage the participation of young
people to build the Europe of tomorrow.

We use the “see-judge-act”
methodology which allows us to ensure
the balance between reflection and
action.SEE – first we explore the local
realities and try to understant the context.
JUDGE – we analyse the
situation, looking at the causes, driving
factors and our role in the process.
ACT – finally we reflect on what
can be done, what solutions are available.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD
OF MIJARC EUROPE
(European Team)

In August last year, the members of our European Team finished their three-year mandate.
The General Assembly elected four new team members to implement the organisation's strategic
approach between 2018 and 2020.

CLAIRE PERROT - MINOT

ARMAN GRIGORYAN

DANIELA ORDOWSKI

CRISTIANA PALMA

France

Armenia

Germany

Portugal
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EXECUTIVE BOARD
OF MIJARC EUROPE
The team who led MIJARC Europe through the largest part of 2017 included three wonderful young
people who powered through their mandate and left MIJARC Europe a stronger organisation.
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SECRETARIAT
OF MIJARC EUROPE
In 2017, the Secretariat of MIJARC Europe was made up of two people:

Alexandra
SOLOMON

Florina Diana
POTIRNICHE

European Secretary

Assistant Secretary

working in the office
in Brussels since
July 2015

working from Romania
since
March 2015
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DONORS OF
MIJARC EUROPE
In 2017, MIJARC Europe received structural support from the Council of Europe through the
European Youth Foundation, from the European Commission through the ERASMUS Plus
Programme and from RENOVABIS - Germany.

European
Commission

Council of Europe

Renovabis

Education, Audiovisual and
Culture Executive Agency

European Youth Foundation

Renovabis

has offered structural support for
MIJARC Europe through a one
year grant that supports the daily
operations, the staff and the
statutory meetings

has offered structural support for
MIJARC Europe through a twoyear grant that supports the daily
operations, the staff and the
statutory meetings

has offered support for MIJARC
Europe through a two- year grant
that supports one staff member
from Eastern Europe
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MIJARC EUROPE
ACTIVITIES

In 2017, MIJARC Europe activities were co-financed with the kind support or our donors: Council
of Europe through the European Youth Foundation which co-financed the work plan of MIJARC
Europe, the European Commission through the ERASMUS Plus Programme which financed the
summer camp and the generous support of KLJB - Germany which co-financed the international
seminar.

Study visit
Brussels - Belgium
8th - 11th May
9 participants

Co-financed by the
Council of Europe
through the
European Youth
Foundation

Seminar

Mainz - Germany
25th-28th July
28 participants

Co-financed by the
Council of Europe
through the
European Youth
Foundation

Summer
Camp

Yerevan - Armenia
24th-28th August
40 participants

Co-financed by the
European
Commission through
the ERASMUS Plus
Programme

Round
tables

5 countries
September December
96 participants

Co-financed by the
Council of Europe
through the
European Youth
Foundation
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MIJARC EUROPE
ACTIVITIES
Seminar

Mainz - Germany
25th-28th July
28 participants

SEP

JULY

MAY

Study visit
Brussels - Belgium
8th - 11th May
9 participants

AUGUST

Summer
Camp

DEC

Round
tables

Yerevan - Armenia
24th-28th August
40 participants

5 countries
September December
96 participants
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International STUDY VISIT
"Visiting at the speed of
radicalization"
WHO
8th - 11th
May
2017

- Brussels Belgium

9 participants from 9 MIJARC Europe member organisations: FYCAARMENIA, Rural Youth - AUSTRIA, YMDRAB - BULGARIA, MRJC FRANCE, KLJB - GERMANY, GYG - MALTA, JARC - PORTUGAL,
APSD-Agenda 21 - ROMANIA, S&G - TURKEY

WHY
The topic of 2017 was the rise of extremist attitudes in Europe. This choice of topic reflected the concerns
expressed by our members as a result of the radicalisation of rural young people leading to extremism and
terrorism. The idea of the study visit was to give representatives of our member organisations the chance to
increase their understanding of the European and international institutions' contribution to support European
states in preventing radicalization leading to violent extremism, to understand the role of CSOs in this and to
receive expert training on how to work on this topic with young people at local level.

HOW
The 4-day programme consisted of 6 visits: the European Network Against Racism (ENAR), a meeting with MEP Ivan
Jakovcic from Croatia, a visit to the European Youth Forum (YFJ), a meeting with the City Council of Molenbeek, a visit
to the Belgian Federal Public Service Home Affairs General Directorate Security & Prevention who implemented the
Bounce project and a meeting with the Radicalization Awareness Network (RAN). It also included one Skype meeting
with the European coordinator of the No Hate Speech Movement, wrap-up sessions at the end of each day, topicintroductory sessions and a final evaluation session. The idea of a study visit was well received by our member
movements who actually felt that this is the kind of activity that makes it worth being part of a network. They
appreciated the opportunity to visit European organisations and institutions as well as local authorities in Brussels,
because it was something that they could not have planned on their own. The visit succeeded in giving participants
valuable access points in European organisations and international NGOs and in presenting research and examples for
combating radical propaganda and forms of hatred based on intolerance online and offline.
2017 | Activity Report - MIJARC Europe
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International STUDY VISIT
"Visiting at the speed of
radicalization"
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International SEMINAR
"Open minds, open doors"
WHO
25th - 28th
July
2017

- Mainz Germany

28 participants from 11 MIJARC Europe member organisations:
FYCA-ARMENIA, Rural Youth - AUSTRIA, YMDRAB - BULGARIA,
MRJC - FRANCE, KLJB - GERMANY, BUJRUM - MACEDONIA, GYG
- MALTA, JARC - PORTUGAL, APSD-Agenda 21 - ROMANIA, MJRC
- SPAIN, S&G - TURKEY

WHY
The aim of the seminar was to build participants' resilience to radicalization leading to violent extremism by
looking at what makes rural youth particularly vulnerable and by engaging them in a mix of reflection and
action, strengthening a wide range of skills and competences and linking everything to their personal
experiences.

HOW
The seminar gave participants a minimum set of skills for exchanging, communicating and cooperating across
social and cultural boundaries. The participants dedicated their time to identifying and exploring the main
concepts related to extremism, radicalization and vulnerability. They analysed push and pull factors, personal
motivation vs. social motivations and gender perspectives. Three parallel workshops on the causes and effects
of extremism were also held. A visit to Osthofen was included together with a moderated discussion with
representatives of different faiths to talk about how religion can be used as a tool of love but also of hate. The
main outcome of the seminar was the Position Paper "Extremism in Europe" which uses the see-judge-act
sequence to express the observed realities and concrete recommendations made by our young participants.
The draft version of the Position Paper is available on the MIJARC Europe website and it will be officially
adopted during the GA next year.
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International SEMINAR
"Open minds, open doors"
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International SUMMER CAMP
"Youth paving the way to solidarity"
WHO
24th - 28th
August
2017

- Yerevan Armenia

9 participants from 9 MIJARC Europe member organisations: FYCAARMENIA, Rural Youth - AUSTRIA, YMDRAB - BULGARIA, MRJC FRANCE, KLJB - GERMANY, GYG - MALTA, JARC - PORTUGAL,
APSD-Agenda 21 - ROMANIA, S&G - TURKEY

WHY
The aim of the summer camp was to offer the opportunity of a youth exchange in a multicultural environment
where rural youth and young refugees/immigrants can share the realities of each country in order to combat
stereotypes and prejudice on both sides.

HOW
The Summer Camp was organized as a result of MIJARC Europe’s concern towards helping rural young people
develop a counternarrative discourse to extremism by promoting tolerance, solidarity and non-discrimination
through inter-cultural dialogue. Through the method “See, Judge and Act” the participants engaged in activities
based on non-formal and informal learning. We started on the first day with some name games and icebreakers
to get the participants closer together. The next day we initiated pedagogical games, icebreakers and
energizers and storytelling to get on the topics of radicalization, extremisms and solidarity. In the afternoon, we
visited Aleppo NGO whose mission was to protect, support and empower Syrian citizens sheltered in Armenia,
develop and implement lasting projects to contribute to their settlement and integration processes. The next
day we visited the Genocide museum of Yerevan, to learn more about the Armenian history. The next day, the
participants created a theatre play on how to handle radicalization, extremisms and xenophobia and the
following day it was presented in city of Yerevan to the Armenian people.
2017 | Activity Report - MIJARC Europe
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03
EUROPEAN
COORDINATION
MEETING

MIJARC EUROPE
STATUTORY MEETINGS
8th-9th April 2017
Dilbeek, Belgium
European Coordinators from nine Member Organizations and
one representative from MIJARC World met with the
Executive Board and staff of MIJARC Europe to discuss and
prepare the Orientation General Assembly Agenda and take
decisions on:
- Evaluation of the 2013-2017 Action Plan and
StrategicObjectives of MIJARC Europe;
- Elections of the European Coordinators;
- Interactive Map of MIJARC Europe;
- Finances 2016 and Budget 2018;
- MIJARC World;
- Proposals Strategic Objectives and Action Plan 2018-2021.
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03
ORIENTATION
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

MIJARC EUROPE
STATUTORY MEETINGS
21st-23rd July 2017
Mainz, Germany
The delegates from our Member Organizations and External
Guests from Rural Youth Europe, European Youth Forum,
CIDSE met together with the Executive Board and staff of
MIJARC Europe to discuss and decide on:
- Election of the new European Board- Arman Grigoryan, Claire
Perrot-Minot, Cristiana Palma and Daniela Ordowski were
elected as members of the Board for the period 2017-2020;
- Election of the new Full Member Organizations of MIJARC
Europe: FYCA and GYC became full members, while BUJRUM
became an adherent member;
- Verify the accounts of 2016 and vote on its approval;
- Prepare the 2018 Budget;
- Discuss and vote on the proposals for the Strategic Objectives
and Action Plan for 2018-2021.
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03
TEAM
MEETINGS

MIJARC EUROPE
STATUTORY MEETINGS

In 2017 The Executive Board and Staff of MIJARC Europe had six
internal team meetings:
1. Executive Board Meeting, 4-5 February, Brussels, Belgium;
2. Executive Board Meeting, 17-19 March, Brussels, Belgium;
3. Executive Board Meeting, 10-11 June, Ribamar, Portugal;
4.Executive Board Meeting, 30 September-1st October, Brussels,
Belgium;
5. Executive Board Meeting, 4-5th November, Buzau, Romania;
6. Executive Board Meeting, 910th December, Paris, France.
The Executive Board met during the Executive Board Meetings
with JARC, Agenda 21 and MRJC.
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ACTIVITIES OF
OUR MEMBER
ORGANISATIONS

YMDRAB - BULGARIA
"Be Christian, be family"

On the eve of the upcoming Easter holidays "Youth movement for
development of the rural areas in Bulgaria" organized a youth seminar
devoted to issues of Christian family values and modern trends and roles in
the family. It was held on 1 and 2 April 2017 in the picturesque mountain
village of Bojenica. The seminar was attended by 12 young people from the
region of Botevgrad, youth workers from YMDRAB, experts from the
National Youth Forum and the Sofia Theological Seminary.
Through methods of nonformal education (discussions, role plays, workshops
and lectures) participating youngsters get idea about the Christian family
values such as they were in the past, analyzed the realities and challenges
facing today's young families living in Bulgarian rural areas, discussed the
roles of man and woman in the modern family of the 21st century and
considered the role of women - between patriarchal traditions and modern
society. The participants discussed also how technology affects
communication and relationships within the family.
The seminar was implemented with financial support from SoliFund of
MIJARC World.
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ACTIVITIES OF
OUR MEMBER
ORGANISATIONS
YMDRAB - BULGARIA

"People to people"

The main aim of our project was to initiate a social dialogue and to develop
intercultural sensitivity between Bulgarian Christian and Muslim rural youngsters.
The main project activity took place from 3rd to 10th September 2017 and
brought together 12 Christian youngsters. During the event the participants
shared and analysed the realities of the Christian and Muslim youngsters in
Bulgarian rural areas and identified the challenges and opportunities for
development of more cohesive multicultural and multi religious villages. As a
result of the collaborative work, in the end of the event a Position paper was
developed outlining the results of the project. This document contains the
common vision of participants on how to encourage the social dialogue and
interaction between Bulgarian Christian and Muslim people. In parallel to that,
two Action groups were established in the local communities of the participants,
which will act as a moving force for effective follow-up activities.
This activity was supported by the European Youth Foundation of the Council of
Europe. It is a unique foundation supporting activities developed with, for & by
young people.
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ACTIVITIES OF
OUR MEMBER
ORGANISATIONS

KLJB - GERMANY
"Tacheles"

The cooperation project "Tacheles! Clear limit against extremism" intends to
sensitize young people to the subject of antisemitism and to develop their
own reflective opinion on this subject. The main objective was to enable
small-scale projects in KLJB dioceses so that young people themselves are
active in learning and exchanging ideas about antisemitism. The project
wants to trace antisemitic tendencies: Furthermore, a youth-oriented
educational work and democracy training aims at making young people
aware of antisemitism. The project wants to give young people the
opportunity to share their knowledge and experiences about this topic.
The project runs between 2017 and 2019 and it involves around 1500 young
people. In 2017 it included a visit to the exhibition „Abgestempelt –
Judenfeindliche Postkarten“, a workshop and a training about antisemitism,
media and racism workshops, international visits, a seminar about the
history of the Middle East and the development of extremist groups and
many other activities.
2017 | Activity Report - MIJARC Europe
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ACTIVITIES OF
OUR MEMBER
ORGANISATIONS
KLJB - GERMANY

"Turn it"

TURN IT! is a campaign of KLJB. It focuses on
the topic of sustainbility and aims to create
awareness about the fact that everybody can
contribute to a better and more sustainable
world - even on a small and individual scale.
The campaign runs until December 2018 and
every local group of the 1900 KLJB-groups can
participate in the campaign by carrying out one
of the many activities that are described at
http://www.kljb-turn.it/aktionsformen/.
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ACTIVITIES OF
OUR MEMBER
ORGANISATIONS

Euromove - THE NETHERLANDS
"Not just numbers"

An ERASMUS Plus financed training course, "Not just
numbers" was a direct reflection of the interests and
needs of young people affected by the refugee crisis. The
IOM Not Just Numbers Manual (developed with UNHCR)
provided a good platform for this. The project aims to
develop youth workers' competencies and enhance youth
involvement for a positive resolution to the refugee crisis.
It brought together 28 participants from organisations in
seven countries and it resulted in increased skills, raised
awareness, exchange of expertise and good practice
between youth workers; increased number and quality of
projects on migration and refugee issues.
The entire project was document on a dedicated blog:
https://notjustnumbersblog.wordpress.com/
2017 | Activity Report - MIJARC Europe
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ACTIVITIES OF
OUR MEMBER
ORGANISATIONS
MJRC - SPAIN

"Let's change us, not the climate"

In 2017 MJRC-Spain implemented many activities and continued its
main campaign on ecology and climate change "Let's change us and
not the climate". Convinced that "the environment is a collective
good, the heritage of all humanity and the responsibility of all" (LS 95),
MJRC wants to provoke reflection in the middle of a society whose
sole and absolute goal is economic growth , which is leading us to a
culture in which "finances drown the real economy" (LS 109),
destroying people, suffocating peoples, manipulating science,
submitting to politics and leading our planet to a critical point. We
believe that "politics should not submit to the economy" (LS 189) but
to its people and the common good.
The young people who live in direct contact with nature are especially
privileged and mainly responsible for their care and defense. We
know that we can and must create an alternative lifestyle that makes
"possible a change in society" (LS 208), convinced that "love can do
more" and that no system can completely nullify us. This was the main
philosophy of the campaign which will also continue in 2018.
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ACTIVITIES OF
OUR MEMBER
ORGANISATIONS

APSD-Agenda 21 - ROMANIA
"On your taste"

Over 600 pupils and teachers took part in the video
competition ”On your taste” which invited rural schools
from four regions in Romania to shoot 1 minute videos on
topics related to alternative agriculture and sustainable
food systems. The video competition was part of a larger
project run by APSD-Agenda 21, entitled EAThink, and it
managed to gather 30 short video spots that sent a
message about how we produce, deliver and consume our
food in Europe. The purpose was to raise awareness on
food waste, to encourage young people to play more
careful attention to the consumption of food and plant and
grow their own food. It also stimulated young people to
research alternative and sustainable agricultural systems
and become part of initiatives that support them.
The winning video spot can be seen here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXa-S1Gc5dE

2017 | Activity Report - MIJARC Europe

24

04

ACTIVITIES OF
OUR MEMBER
ORGANISATIONS
KLJ - BELGIUM

"Landjuweel - sports festival"
Landjuweel started as a national sports party, but
in the meantime it is much more than that. A
weekend where each department can recharge
the batteries for a new working year, at the end
of the summer holidays, each time in a different
KLJ region. In 2017, this sport tournament took
place in Lovendegem, where 1818 young people
from 75 different local groups of KLJ came
together to compete in the different sport
events, have fun and get to know each other.
See the highlights of the event here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=k1JouKER5AA
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25

05

OTHER
ACTIVITIES &
MEETINGS

COMEM European Youth
Forum

Coordination &
seminar MIJARC World

European Rally Rural Youth
Europe

Forum on education
for democratic
citizenship SALTO-YOUTH

20th - 23rd April 2017
Brussels - Belgium
MIJARC Europe was
represented by
CLAIRE PERROT-MINOT

22nd - 31st August 2017
Rwanda
MIJARC Europe was
represented by
DANIELA ORDOWSKI

10th - 13th August 2017
Latvia
MIJARC Europe was
represented by
CLAIRE PERROT-MINOT

13th - 16th Nov 2017
Latvia
MIJARC Europe was
represented by
DANIELA ORDOWSKI

More than 100 delegates from
Member Organisations voted
on two policy resolutions
focusing on conditions of
LGBTQI in Turkey and the
arbitrary detention of gay and
bisexual people in Chechnya.

A meeting of MIJARC World to
discuss current issues and plan
the upcoming year. Before that
a seminar on Laudato Si took
place to share ideas on activities
of how to work on Laudato Si in
youth movements.

Claire participated in a
simulation of a European
Parliament, where the pax
played the roles of different
stakeholders. She also
celebrated together with RYE, 60
years since it was founded.

“Raise your voice for tomorrows'
Europe”a Europen forum the
aim of which was mapping out
recent trends and policy
processes related to democratic
citizenship with a European
dimension.
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MIJARC Europe
COMMUNICATION
Every year MIJARC Europe publishes two issues of its magazine
entitled “Info-Europe”. In 2017 the Info Europe included articles
about the annual topic radicalization and the rise of violent
extremism, descriptions of the results of our activities and
articles about the activities of our member organisations. With
the support of the European Youth Foundation the magazine was
available in three languages: English, Spanish and French and was
published both online and in printed format. All the latest issues
of the Info Europe are available on the MIJARC Europe website.
The newsletter reached our subscribers six times in 2017,
delivering fresh news about what we were doing or about
our plans, our call for participants or our employment
opportunities. There are currently 233 subscribers to our
mailing list so if you have not received it until now, join our
list.
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In 2017 MIJARC Europe launched a new website:
www.mijarceurope.net, following an online attack that disabled
our previous one. Since it was launched, our new website has
gathered more than 1,700 visitors, most of whom have visited us
on Wednesday, around 3 P.M. (our most popular day and hour
during a week). There are 16 blog posts with an average of 400
words per post so it shouldn't take you long to get up to date with
what happened in 2017.
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MIJARC Europe
COMMUNICATION

https://www.facebook.com/
MIJARCEurope/

#1373
followers

https://twitter.com/MIJARC_
Europe/

19 tweets

https://www.instagram.com/
mijarceurope/

#125
followers
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This publication was prepared by MIJARC Europe Secretariat
MIJARC Europe Secretariat
53, Rue J. Coosemans
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